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Curriculum Policy Statement (to be read in conjunction with 
the 16-19 Curriculum Policy) 
 
The organisation (including Teaseldown School, Primrose Hill site and Brook 
View site and Exceptional Ideas Ltd Outreach Service) will deliver a 
curriculum based on the updated national curriculum at Key Stage 3 working 
on a GCSE curriculum where appropriate from Year 9.  
 
The 16-19 provision extends from KS4 focussing on achieving GCSE at least 
at a grade 4 for all students where this is possible and in other cases will 
follow a course of Functional Skills in key areas (maths, English, ICT) or an 
individualised, tailored support plan. Students will typically follow a 
programme, linked to the Transition Scheme of Work and the Social Skills 
Inventory of independence, careers advice and working towards college 
and/or employment and apprenticeships.  Please refer to the 16-19 
Curriculum Policy. 
 
We offer an increasing range of GCSEs and will continue to monitor the 
availability of courses to meet the needs and extend the experience of our 
students. The aim of Exceptional Ideas Ltd is to provide a wider learning 
experience. We want a curriculum which responds to the needs of our 
students and is seen as relevant to their needs post-16, whilst taking into 
account their learning difficulties and any conditions which adversely affect 
their access to learning.  Our expectations of the students are always high, 
and we guard against using their difficulties as a barrier to academic success. 
 
The curriculum should: 

• be balanced, relevant and differentiated. 
• promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, social and physical 

development of all students. 
• prepare students for the responsibilities and opportunities they will face 

in adult life. 
• be delivered in ways which take into account the learning styles and 

previous learning experiences of all students. 
• provide a seamless pathway through to further education, training or 

work at age 16. 
• provide the opportunities for students to work at a pace best suited to 

their own needs. 
• Have high expectations of students and encourage them to have high 

expectations and ambitions of their own. 
• Close no doors for students and be flexible enough to give them all the 

opportunities they wish to take. 
 
 
Throughout the school students will experience in the majority of cases 1:1 
teaching and learning, although opportunities to experience teaching and 
learning in pairs according to ability and in small mixed ability groups are 
designed to be included in the curriculum planning often through field work, 
extended projects and STEAM during lesson ‘down time’. 
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The curriculum aims to enable students to reach the highest possible 
standard of achievements.  The school aims to be a centre of excellence so it 
is essential that the curriculum is constantly evolving.  Staff and Directors are 
constantly reviewing what is taught and how it is taught at both key stages. In 
particular: 
• the pace of lessons 
• the most appropriate time for assessment and the methods of assessment 
• the suitability and range of courses being offered 
 
Curriculum areas covered 
All students will study English language, mathematics and a science, unless it 
is decided by the Deputy for Education and Headteacher that there are 
reasons for this to be otherwise. 
 
Subjects available in Exceptional Ideas Ltd are as follows: 

• English Language 
• Maths 
• Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
• Geography 
• History 
• Art & Design 
• Computer Science 
• Design & Technology 
• Music  
• Food Technology 
• Religious Studies 
• Citizenship 
• STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) 
• PE 

 
We also offer ASDAN, ASDAN English, maths and science, ASDAN food 
technology, ASDAN PE and ASDAN Short Course Awards in Performing Arts 
 
All students deserve the best opportunities possible and we strive to provide 
these opportunities for all students at all stages of their education. Not only do 
we constantly review what we teach, but we believe that the best way of 
moving forward is in partnership with other professionals involved with the 
students and their families.   
 
EARLY ENTRY 
It is the school’s policy to enter some students earlier than year 11 for external 
tests in certain subjects where they show a particular aptitude or where it is 
possible that the experience of sitting examinations earlier will improve their 
motivation in subsequent years.  Also, where there appears to be a possibility 
that the student will be moved to another school or opt out of school in Year 
11 they may be entered early to ensure they leave school with external 
accreditation wherever possible. 
Where appropriate, students in year 10 will be offered the opportunity to sit 
past papers within their school setting in order to better prepare them for 
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mock exams and final exams in year 11 and in order for a predicted grade to 
be given at this stage. 
 
NEW TECHNOLOGY 
We use ICT in our teaching across the curriculum in order to help equip our 
students with the knowledge they will require when they go on to further 
education or work. It is embedded in our schemes of work and is in evidence 
in all lessons where it can make an impact. 
Computer science is also taught as a discrete subject on some students’ 
timetables.  The timetabling of this lesson is dependent on whether there is a) 
space on the timetable aside from GCSE or other subjects and b) if the 
student has an interest in the subject after year 8.  Currently, we do not offer a 
GCSE in computer science, though we are aware that this is an area of 
interest for many of our students and are working towards being able to offer 
this subject at GCSE.  It is important to note that not having completed a 
GCSE in computer science does not restrict access to college courses in this 
subject area. 
 
 
SHARING EXPERTISE 
 
Networking with other educational providers 
We liaise with the local police, fire service and prison service in order to 
increase the knowledge of our students in relation to risk taking and 
dangerous behaviour.  Not all students are involved in each session; a 
decision is taken as to whether there is anything to be gained by the student 
and whether they are ready for the input therapeutically.  We further link with 
local drugs awareness professionals and are open to other community 
education providers to visit the school to deliver sessions to appropriate 
students. 
We also have links with farms in the area and have worked closely with these 
farms for education off site in the past; we also work alongside other providers 
where it is necessary or it promotes social skills, independence and extension 
of skills relevant to the individual student.  We monitor progress through 
regular visits and working with the organisation to ensure progress and the 
suitability of the placement. 
We are continually on the look out to build links with other local education 
establishments in an effort to improve our staff expertise and ability and to see 
if it is possible to link with them to provide alternative qualifications and 
courses. 
 
THERAPEUTIC INPUT 
The therapeutic input at school is planned and delivered alongside the 
‘educational’ curriculum so that it supports it and improves the student’s 
access to all areas of learning.  For more information see the Therapeutic 
Statement and Policy. 
 
Careers 
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Transition encompasses areas such as work, college, apprenticeships, 
examinations and qualifications and many other areas. 
Transition planning occurs for all students from year 8.  Initially this will 
consider their aspirations and interests and as they progress through the 
school the plans become specifically tailored to these aspirations, adapting 
with these as they change and develop.  The amount of transition lessons 
offered to students varies dependent on the student’s ability to cope with 
discussions about the future and their age (the closer they come to leaving 
the school, the heavier the focus on transition).  Equally, during year 11, 
transition and reflection are merged into 1 subject – aspirations – aimed at 
merging therapeutic and transition learning to better focus on post 16 
education. 
There is a designated transition co-ordinator for each school who will review 
the student’s transition plan together with a small group of staff every ten 
weeks.   
During induction, the transition co-ordinator will meet with the student to 
discuss their aspirations and current ideas for when they leave school. 
 
CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS 
Links are made across the curriculum and also in social time with all students.    
This enables themes to be explored from all curriculum, therapeutic and 
careers angles.   This is especially true of the ICT / media / computer science 
programme of study which focuses on building useful skills to support all 
areas of the curriculum and English which includes units on study skills and 
note taking which are particularly pertinent to history, geography and art. 
The school now offers a half termly STEAM project that aims to improve the 
student’s problem-solving skills in a creative and self-directed way.  A different 
project is offered each half term and is designed to be a joint learning project 
with staff and students.  Opportunities also exist for cross-student projects 
and cross-school events.   
STEAM projects include opportunities for: 

• Problem solving 

• Creativity 

• Involvement in the community 

• Meeting the needs of others 

• Economic well-being 

• Health and welfare 

• Knowing your environment 
And other key skills that are specific to areas of the curriculum.   
The content will be decided by the annual Strategic Review and will aim to 
provide an exciting and well-developed learning opportunity for each student. 
 
Assessment 
All students will be offered an assessment in each curriculum area at the end 
of every half term.  This assessment gives an impression of the retention of 
what has been learnt during the half term period.  Students’ understanding is 
also assessed at the end of every lesson using a red, amber and green 
system which shows understanding of the particular objective being taught in 
that session.  
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GCSE examinations occasionally require controlled assessment (Non 
Examination Assessment or NEA) and this is undertaken by the student and 
monitored by staff.  Equally, GCSE examinations are undertaken at the 
examinations centre in the Summer series of the students’ year 11 and mock 
examinations are carried out in the January prior to this. 
 
 
 
Sport and Physical Education 
All students take part in a range of physical and outdoor activities.  The 
emphasis on these activities is physical and mental health, keeping fit, trying 
new things and links with the curriculum they are following and their current 
therapeutic needs.  It is also used for developing hand eye coordination and 
gross and fine motor skills. 
 
English: 
All students participate in English teaching and learning.  The Cross-
Organisational Mentor for Planning plans the curriculum so that all needs and 
prior learning is taken into consideration.  We work to a key stage 3 National 
Curriculum from Y7 to the last term of Y8 for the majority of students.  For 
those who can’t achieve this the curriculum is differentiated to enable them to 
access the same content.  During the last term of Y8 most students will 
embark on the beginning of their learning for the English Language GCSE, 
which culminates in an examination in year 11.  Where students enter school 
able to work at a higher level a higher level English qualification will be sought 
and implemented. 
 
Mathematics: 
All students participate in mathematics from entry to the school and the 
curriculum covers GCSE from Y7 to Y11 when they embark on their GCSE 
mathematics examinations.  Where students are able to be entered for a 
higher level certificate, but for whom sitting exams is daunting or they need 
practice with exam technique and situations, they will be entered in Y10 for 
the foundation level, moving to the higher level in Y11.  Y7 – 9 plans in 
mathematics focus on the foundation level learning and a decision is made 
with staff and students at the end of year 9 as to whether a student needs to 
revisit the foundation learning or move on to the y10/11 plans focussing on 
the higher level mathematics. 
 
Science: 
All students participate in the science curriculum following a national 
curriculum programme throughout Key Stage 3.  In the final term of year 8/first 
term of year 9, students will embark on learning towards their GCSE Science 
in either biology, chemistry or physics, culminating in an examination at the 
end of year 11.  As in maths, if a student is able to achieve a mark sufficient to 
pass the examination but has low confidence in the area of examinations, the 
student will be encouraged to enter a foundation level in year 10 and a higher 
level in year 11. 
 
History: 
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History is an optional subject from a student’s induction. At the end of year 8, 
students can opt to drop this subject in lieu of other GCSE potential subjects.  
If continued into year 9, the student will embark on the GCSE history course 
and are again offered the option to either maintain or drop this subject at the 
end of the academic year.  If they choose to continue, they will sit a GCSE 
examination at the end of year 11. 
 
 
 
 
Geography: 
Geography is an optional subject from a student’s induction. At the end of 
year 8, students can opt to drop this subject in lieu of other GCSE potential 
subjects.  If continued into year 9, the student will embark on the GCSE 
geography course and are again offered the option to either maintain or drop 
this subject at the end of the academic year.  If they choose to continue, they 
will sit a GCSE examination at the end of year 11. 
 
Citizenship / RS: 
Citizenship is an optional subject from a student’s induction At the end of year 
8, students can opt to drop these subjects in lieu of other GCSE potential 
subjects.  If continued into year 9, the student will embark on the GCSE 
course and are again offered the option to either maintain or drop these 
subjects at the end of the academic year.  If they choose to continue, they will 
sit a GCSE examination at the end of year 11 in their chosen subject(s). 
 
ICT / Computer Science and Media: 
We have introduced a comprehensive programme of Computer Science and 
all students are expected to participate in this course at least up to Year 9.  
After this, students have the option to continue the course or drop this subject 
in favour of GCSE subjects. 
We expect and facilitate all of our students having access on a regular basis 
to all kinds of new and developing technology.  This is becoming an 
increasing focus in Exceptional Ideas Ltd. 
 
Art: 
Art is an optional subject from a student’s induction. At the end of year 8, 
students can opt to drop this subject in lieu of other GCSE potential subjects.  
If continued into year 9, the student will embark on the GCSE Art and Design 
course and are again offered the option to either maintain or drop this subject 
at the end of the academic year.  If they choose to continue, they will sit a 
GCSE examination at the end of year 11. 
 
GCSE Options: 
During induction, all students are involved in setting up their timetable with 
subjects of interest.  During years 7 and 8, this timetable will possibly 
encompass all of the above subjects at least once per week and is suggested 
in order for students to discover more about what they enjoy and do well in.  If 
a student is coming to the end of year 8 or joining the service in year 9, they 
will be offered the opportunity to choose options for GCSE.  In year 9, 
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students are offered the opportunity to choose between the single sciences 
(biology, chemistry and physics).  Combined sciences are no longer 
recommended due to the enormity of the course content and the fact that 
many of our students have missed time at school, however, if there is a 
specific desire to study combined science, then students have the opportunity 
to study the GCSE science trilogy.  Maths, English and at least one science 
subject are compulsory, unless exceptional circumstances are sanctioned by 
the Deputy for Education and the Director for Education.  Students are then 
able to choose between the remaining subjects to identify which subjects they 
wish to continue to GCSE level.  There is space on the timetable for four 
additional subjects in year 9, however these will likely need to be narrowed 
down at the end of year 9 to three additional subjects.  Transition, reflection 
and CS (where required) will remain on the timetable throughout the students’ 
time at Exceptional Ideas Ltd and activities will continue through years 7-
9(see transition policy). 
 
The grids to be used to assist students choose lessons at induction are as 
follows, where each square represents 1 lesson a week: 
 
Year 7 students or year 8 students up to half term 3: 

English English English Maths 

Maths Maths Bio/chem/phys Bio/chem/phys 

Bio/chem/phys Reflection Transition Activity 

Activity CS STEAM STEAM 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4 

 
 Year 8 students after half term 3 and year 9 students: 

English English English Maths 

Maths Maths Bio/chem/phys Bio/chem/phys 

Bio/chem/phys Reflection Transition Activity 

Activity CS? STEAM STEAM 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4 

 
Year 10 students: 

English English English Maths 

Maths Maths Bio/chem/phys Bio/chem/phys 

Bio/chem/phys Reflection Transition Subject 1 

Subject 2 CS? Subject 3 Subject 4? 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4? 

 
Year 11 students: 

English English English Maths 

Maths Maths Bio/chem/phys Bio/chem/phys 

Bio/chem/phys Aspirations Area most 
requiring 
improvement 

Subject 1 

Subject 2 CS? Subject 3 Subject 4? 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4? 

 


